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Conference Schedule

Thursday, July 17, 2025 

1:00 – 6:00 p.m.  General Registration 
 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. Committee Meetings - McClay Room
 
7:00 p.m.    Welcome - The Honorable Wanda R.D. Williams, Mayor of the  
   City of Harrisburg
   Dinner (included) - Central Ballroom
 
8:00 p.m.  Special Guest to be Determined

Friday, July 18, 2025

7:00 a.m. to 8: am Continental Breakfast

8:00 a.m.  Business Meeting - Central Ballroom

9:00 a.m.   Best Practices for Mayors Dealing with the Public and Media -   
                                Teresa Lundy, Principal and Founder of TML Communications

9:45 a.m.  What is the Role of Municipal Government in Immigration 
   Enforcement - Three Perspectives? - Wendy Castor Hess, 
   Landau, Hess, Simon, Choi & Doebley, an Immigration Law 
   Firm; Incoming President of the Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police
   Association; Madison D. Sheahan, Deputy Director of United States  
   Immigration and Customs Enforcement
  
10:45 a.m.      Coff ee Break

11:00 a.m.  The Governor’s Center for Local Government Services – A
   One-Stop Shop for Local Government Offi  cials – Kathy 
   Wyrosdick, Executive Director, Center for Local Government
   Services

11:45 a.m.   From the Capitol to Your Community: A Legislative Update - 
   The Honorable Michael H. Schlossberg, State Representative
   for the 132nd Legislative District and Majority Whip of the
   Pennsylvania House of Representatives

12:30 p.m.  Lunch (Included) - Central Ballroom
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Conference Schedule (continued)

1:30 p.m.   Recent Legal Developments Aff ecting Mayors and 
   Municipalities  - Stephen L. Korbel, Esquire, Babst Calland, 
   Attorneys at Law

3:00 p.m.  Gathering for Bus to the Pennsylvania Capitol - Hotel Lobby

3:30 p.m.  Tour of the Pennsylvania Capitol

7:00 p.m.     Dinner (included)  - Central Ballroom

8:00 p.m.  Made by Us - Andrew E. Masich, President and the 
   Chief Executive Offi  cer of the Senator John Heinz History Center

Saturday, July 19, 2025

7:00 a.m. to 8: am Continental Breakfast

8:00 a.m.      Business Meeting - Central Ballroom

9:00 a.m.   A United States and Pennsylvania Economic Outlook -
   Augustine Faucher, Chief Economist, The PNC Financial 
   Services Group 
 
9:45 a.m.  How AI Is Transforming Local Government – Ben White, 
   Representative of Google

10:30 a.m.      Coff ee Break

10:45 a.m.  Potential Sources of Monies to Replace the Loss of Federal 
   Dollars – Three Perspectives – Dr. Beverly A. Cigler, Distinguished 
   Professor of Public Policyand Administration, Penn State
   University; The Honorable Kendy Alvarez, Mayor of Lewisburg 
   Borough; The Honorable Tom Riel, Mayor of the City of Bradford 
 
11:45 a.m.  The Kane Renaissance – The Honorable Brandy Schimp, 
   Mayor of Kane Borough
   
12:30 p.m.     Lunch on your own

2:00 p.m.       Mayors’ Sharing Session 
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Conference Schedule (continued)

3:00 p.m.       Gathering to Travel to the Civil War Museum - Hotel Lobby

6:00 p.m.       Cocktail Hour- Central Ballroom

6:30 p.m.  Gather for Group Photo - Central Ballroom

7:00 p.m.       Banquet (included) and “Mayor of the Year” Award - 
   Central Ballroom

Sunday, July 20, 2025

8:30 – 9:45 a.m.  Breakfast Buff et (included) and Farewell - Central Ballroom

9:30 – 10:00a.m. Meeting of the Executive Board - Harris Room

OTHER CONFERENCE NOTES

Reno Virgili Hospitality Suite - 2nd Floor, McClay Room

The Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association 
recognizes and thanks our sponsors

Comcast

Zippo Manufacturing Company

Mayors Michael Lombardo and Ralph E. Mowen -  
Hospitality Suite Sponsors
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE MAYORS’ ASSOCIATION
 54 Years of Dedicated Service to Pennsylvania’s Mayors

History

The Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association (PSMA) was founded by 5 Mayors and 
their supporters, who conceived of an association that would have no formal affi  liation 
with any other municipal organization and would represent, educate, and advocate for 
all Mayors.  It was to be an organization of Mayors, by Mayors, and for Mayors.  On 
January 22, 1971, the PSMA was incorporated as a nonprofi t corporation.  The PSMA 
has always operated pursuant to written Bylaws that have been revised a number 
of times over the years to meet the evolving needs of the Association.  Because 
membership in the PSMA is open to all Mayors regardless of whether they are from a 
borough, city, incorporated town, or home rule township, the PSMA has grown to be the 
largest organization of Mayors in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Purposes

The purposes of the PSMA are:

 • To secure closer offi  cial and personal relationships among all Mayors of the
 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania;

 • To secure unity of action in matters pertaining to Mayors and their duties;

 • To exchange information among Mayors so that they can give better service to
           the municipalities that they represent;

 • To work for closer cooperation with all other associations interested in local
           government, whether they be county, state or federal;
 
 • To preserve, promote and protect the rights of the offi  ce of Mayor in all facets of 
           municipal government; and
 
 • To actively engage in promoting progressive legislation to support programs that 
           will be benefi cial to all members of the Association.

Governance

The PSMA is governed by a 22-member Executive Board composed of Mayors from 
every region of Pennsylvania.  The composition of the Executive Board is determined 
initially by the PSMA members and then by the offi  cers whom the members elect. In 
July of even-numbered years, the members elect offi  cers at the annual conference.  

History
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The offi  cers consist of a President, 6 Regional Vice Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary 
and Past President.  These 10 offi  cers then appoint, at an organizational meeting, the 
remaining members of the Executive Board from a slate of appointees proposed by the 
President.

Standing Committees

The PSMA has seven standing committees with specifi c charges: Audit, Bylaws, 
Conference, Mayor of the Year, Membership, Nominating, and Resolutions.  The Audit 
Committee examines the income and expense statements, other fi nancial and legal 
documents and the records of the Association and then issues a report to the members 
attending the annual conference on the fi nancial status of the Association.  The Bylaws 
Committee reviews annually, and updates as necessary, the articles and sections 
of the Bylaws of the Association.  The Conference Committee assists the President 
in developing programs and any awards or recognition and in making the physical 
arrangements for the annual conference.  The Membership Committee coordinates with 
the Regional Vice Presidents to increase membership in the association and to develop 
means by which attendance at the annual conference is increased, The Mayor of the 
Year Committee selects one Mayor to be honored as the Association’s “Mayor of the 
Year.”  In even-numbered years, the Nominating Committee recruits Mayors for the 9 
offi  ces of the Association and nominates the recruits to be candidates for election by the 
members at the annual conference.  The Resolutions Committee coordinates the policy-
making activities of the Association by reviewing and introducing for discussion, debate, 
and adoption or rejection various resolutions, which directly or indirectly aff ect the offi  ce 
and role of Mayors.

Ad Hoc Committees

Subject to the approval of the Executive Board, the President may establish additional 
ad hoc committees as necessary to carry out the policies and programs of, or to further 
the purpose of, the Association.  For instance, in 2009, the PSMA created the Ad Hoc 
Committee to Update the Offi  ce of Borough Mayor, which was charged with the task of 
reviewing the Borough Code and proposing changes that would modernize the Offi  ce of 
Mayor.  With the passage of Act 43 of 2012, the Act that revises the Borough Code, the 
work of the Committee was complete.  Notably, a number of the Committee’s proposals 
were incorporated into Act 43.

Operations

From its inception, the PSMA has maintained its state headquarters in Bethel Park, 
Allegheny County, the Pennsylvania County which has the largest number of Mayors.  

History
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Staff ed with an offi  ce manager and guided by a former Mayor whose title is Executive 
Director, the PSMA headquarters exists to meet the day-to-day needs of Mayors 
throughout Pennsylvania.  It is the site of records and resources which have been 
accumulating over the 54 years of the PSMA’s existence.  When a Mayor asks a 
question of a legal nature, the PSMA calls upon the services of its solicitors, the CGA 
Law Firm.

Lobbying for Legislative Changes

Because of the size and breadth of its membership as well as the fact that it is not 
affi  liated with any other municipal organizations, the PSMA is in an excellent position 
to lobby for legislative changes to benefi t Mayors and the issues which concern them.  
It was the PSMA which sponsored the bill that now gives borough Mayors the right to 
speak at council meetings.  For many years, the PSMA caused a bill to be introduced 
into the General Assembly which would enable a borough Mayor to receive money for 
performing weddings and increase the amount of reimbursement for attorneys’ fees to 
$4,000.00, whenever a Mayor is forced to retain outside counsel.  On May 17, 2012, 
the language of those previous bills became law when Governor Corbett approved 
House Bill 1702, now known as Act 43 of 2012, amending the Borough Code. Twice, 
the PSMA sent representatives to Harrisburg to advocate for other provisions that were 
incorporated into the Bill.

The PSMA is advocating for city Mayors as well. When changes were proposed to the 
Third Class City Code in the 2015-2016 session of the General Assembly, the PSMA 
made certain that city Mayors were aware of those changes and off ered to host a 
conference call among city Mayors to discuss the proposed changes.  Additionally, 
many city Mayors favor expanding the opportunity that only some cities enjoy of levying 
a tax on hotel occupants in their municipalities. The PSMA has supported this initiative 
by retaining the services of law students from Duquesne University School of Law.  
Their report to the PSMA’s Executive Board on the legality and effi  cacy of such fees was 
a valuable resource in lobbying for all municipalities to have this revenue source.

In 2013, the PSMA took a major step in support of legislation that would end 
Pennsylvania’s ignominious distinction of being the only state in the United States 
of America that does not allow its municipal police to use radar to enforce the motor 
vehicle speed limits set by the legislature.  Again with the help of Duquesne University, 
School of Law, and then Dean Kenneth Gormley (a former Mayor), the PSMA obtained 
the services of a law student to help make a case with the General Assembly for 
bringing Pennsylvania in line with all of the other states on this important subject.  The 
law student undertook extensive research on the laws and practices of other states with 
regard to the use of radar by municipal police.

 

History
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Relationships with Other Organizations

Throughout Pennsylvania, there are various organizations providing services to Mayors. 
Because of its size, breadth and independence, the PSMA is uniquely positioned 
to work with and assist all of these organizations.  A number of county Mayors’ 
associations have regarded the PSMA as their statewide affi  liate.  The Allegheny 
County Mayors’ Association, the Chester County Mayors’ Association, the Lackawanna 
County Mayors’ Association, the Lancaster County Mayors’ Association and the York 
County Mayors’ Association are fi ve such organizations.  One PSMA Board member is 
the former president of the Pennsylvania Municipal League connecting the PSMA with 
that organization. Another member of the PSMA Executive Board was a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Association of the Mayors of the Boroughs of Pennsylvania 
giving the PSMA a link with that mayoral organization, as well.  The PSMA is working to 
create stronger ties with all municipalities through its leadership and participation in the 
Radar Coalition.

THE RADAR COALITION

• Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association
• Fraternal Order of Police, Pennsylvania State Lodge
• Pennsylvania Municipal League
• Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs
• Pennsylvania State Association of Township Commissioners
• Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association
• Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association

A Coalition to Protect the People of Pennsylvania Against 
Preventable Motor Vehicle Speeding Fatalities

History
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The Executive Board

          Mayor                Municipality   Board Position

 Jim Nowalk   Whitehall Borough   President
 
 Alexander Chelik  Mayfi eld Borough   Vice President
                Northeast Region
 
 Kendy Alvarez   Lewisburg Borough   Vice President
                 North Central Region

 Andrew J. Graves  Lake City Borough   Vice President
                    Northwest Region
 
 Ralph Mowen   Ephrata Borough       Vice President
              Southeast Region

 Ronald J. Harris  Carroll Valley Borough  Vice President
                     South Central Region

 Donald Baumgarten  Castle Shannon Borough  Vice President
                 Southwest Region

 Betsy Stevick   Pitcairn Borough   Secretary 

 James Andrew Malone East Petersburg Borough  Treasurer

 Richard Alexander  Punxsutawney Borough  Member
 Yaniv Aronson   Conshohocken Borough  Member
 Scot C. Funk   Manheim Borough   Member
 Frank Janakovic  City of Johnstown    Member
 Michael Lombardo  City of Pittston    Member
 Ina Jean Marton  White Oak Borough   Member
 William J. Molchany, Jr. North Catasauqua Borough  Member
 Charles “Chip” Norella Waymart Borough   Member
 Dennis O’Keefe  Franklin Park Borough  Member
 Mary Popovich  West Newton Borough  Member
 David H. Rhome  Canonsburg Borough   Member
 Tom Riel   City of Bradford   Member
 Ben Thomas, Jr.  Greencastle Borough   Member
  

Administrative Staff 
 Kathryn Adamsky   Offi  ce Manager
 Anita Reck   Webmaster/Conference Program
 Reno Virgili   Executive Director

Solicitor
    Jeff rey L. Rehmeyer, II, Esquire/CGA Law Firm

Who’s Who in The Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association
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Audit Committee 
Wayne Codner - Richlandtown Borough*
Stacey Curry - West Middlesex Borough
Beverly Hilt - Spring Grove Borough

Bylaws Committee
David Depretis - Baldwin Borough
David Laughman - Arendtsville Borough
Betsy Stevick - Pitcairn Borough*

Conference Committee
Jack Allen - Municipality of Bethel Park
Donald Baumgarten - Castle Shannon Borough
James Black - Trumbauersville Borough
Alan Bowman - Millersburg Borough
Peter Burton - Girard Borough
Sandra Ford - Leetsdale Borough
Ron Harris - Carroll Valley Borough
William Molchany - North Catasauqua Borough*  
Charles “Chip” Norella - Waymart Borough

Mayor of the Year Committee
Kendy Alvarez - Lewisburg Borough
Yaniv Aronson - Conshohocken Borough
Scot Funk - Manheim Borough*
Ina Marton - White Oak Borough
Fiorella Mirabito - Bath Borough
Tom Riel - City of Bradford
Joshua Turner - Bonneauville Borough

Committee Membership

Membership Committee
Anthony Cavallaro - Quarryville Borough
Robert Falce - Munhall Borough*
Benjamin Gilbert - Turbotville Borough
Cletus Lee - North Braddock Borough
Tony Pristash - Northampton Borough
Megan Weber - Clintonville Borough

Resolutions Committee
Alexander Chelik - Mayfi eld Borough*
Betty Copeland - Bridgeville Borough
Rita Frealing - Gettysburg Borough
Andy Graves - Lake City Borough
Tina Iorfi do - Ambridge Borough
Ken LaSota - Heidelberg Borough
Michael Lombardo - City of Pittston
Ralph Mowen - Ephrata Borough
Dave Rhome - Canonsburg Borough
Joe Tropiak - Throop Borough

*Denotes Committee Chairperson

The Pennsylvania State Mayors’ 
Association is grateful to all of the Mayors who 

sold tickets for the “Annual Raffl  e.” 
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Informative Speakers

Mayor Frank Janakovic, Mayor of the City of Johnstown and Amy Bradley,  President/CEO of 
the Cambria Regional Chamber of Commerce - Dinner Remarkd

Augustine Faucher, Chief Economist, The PNC Financial Services Group - A United States and 
Pennsylvania Economic Outlook

Sergeant Frank Konek, Western Section Commander, Drug Law Enforcement Division/Amanda 
Dojka, PaCIC Analyst of the Drug Analysis Unit - The Scope and Trends of Drug Traffi  cking in 
Pennsylvania 

Max Junker, Esquire, Babst Calland, Attorneys at Law - Recent Legal Developments Aff ecting 
Mayors and Municipalities

Michelle Henry, Attorney General - Combatting the Harmful Uses of Artifi cial Intelligence

The Honorable Austin A. Davis - Remarks from the Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania
   
The Honorable Wayne Langerholc Jr., Senator for the 35th Senatorial District and Chair of the 
Senate Transportation Committee  - A Legislative Update

Silvie Doppelt, Executive Director of the Institute for Political Innovation - Solution to Break 
Partisan Gridlock through Political Innovation

David A. Greene, Executive Director, Local Government Commission of the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly - What is the Local Government Commission? 
 
Ron Camacho, Chief of Police of Chambersburg Borough and the founder of Camacho 
Consulting/Jerry Ozog, MPA, EFO, CAE, Executive Director Pennsylvania Fire & Emergency 
Services Institute - Innovative Strategies for Attracting Police Applicants and Recruiting 
Volunteer Firefi ghters

David (Randy) Padfi eld, Director, Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency  - What Can 
Mayors Do to Help Their Citizens Prepare for Emergencies

Jim Nowalk, President Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association - The Role of the Mayor in a 
Municipality without a Police Department
 
The Honorable Joanna E. McClinton, State Representative for the 191st Legislative District -  
Remarks from the Speaker of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives

Mayor of the Year

Brandon “Brandy” Schimp, Mayor of the Borough of Kane

Highlights of the 53rd Annual Conference of
The Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association

July 18-21, 2024
Johnstown, 

Pennsylvania
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The Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association 2025 Mayor of the Year, Mayor Brandy Schimp, is 
a life-long resident of Kane Borough in McKean County. What she experienced early in her life 
was an extraordinary sense of community spirit that left an indelible mark upon her. In her own 
words, “Growing up in Kane, I knew there was something special and I always knew this was 
where I wanted to be.  Where I wanted to raise a family.  And where I hoped to be able to give 
back someday.”

Giving back long before becoming Mayor, Brandy Schimp became a Big Sister for Big Brothers/
Big Sisters of McKean County, serving for 10 years. This was just the beginning of a rich life 
of public service. Recognizing his wife’s ability as an exceptional leader, Brandy’s husband 
initiated a successful write-in campaign for her to become the Mayor of Kane Borough in 2017.

As the sole elected executive of Kane Borough, Mayor Schimp quickly realized the potential for 
promoting the public good through the Offi  ce of Mayor. Her eff orts in her seven years as mayor 
have become known as the “Kane Renaissance.” Since Mayor Schimp’s fi rst election, over 40 
new businesses have opened and remained viable in Kane Borough.  The main street in Kane 
Borough is not only alive, it is a vibrant and busy retail district. 

As Tom Kase, Kane Borough Council President, noted in Mayor Schimp’s nomination “she 
inspires a sense of community that welcomes people of all ages’, “she advocates for law 
enforcement and strives for a community connection” and “she provides advocacy for the Kane 
community at all levels of government”.

For her many accomplishments and the exemplary manner in which she has held the Offi  ce of 
Mayor, the PSMA calls upon all mayors to recognize and congratulate Mayor Brandy Schimp as 
our 2024 “Mayor of the Year.”

The 2024 Mayor of the Year

         Brandon “Brandy” Schimp

Mayor, Borough of Kane
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1989 Mayor John Lehr, Wellsville Borough, Tioga County
1990 Mayor Alexander Chelik, Mayfi eld Borough, Lackawanna County
1991 Mayor John Antoline, Monaca Borough, Beaver County
1992 Mayor Reno Virgili, Bethel Park Borough, Allegheny County
1993 Mayor Anthony Massafra, Donora Borough, Washington County
1994 Mayor Anthony Petrusso, City of Meadville, Crawford County
1995 Mayor Thomas Stanton, Wheatland Borough, Mercer County
1996 Mayor Arthur Esser, Aspinwall Borough, Allegheny County
1997 Mayor James Burn, Jr., Millvale Borough, Allegheny County
1998 Mayor John Lignelli, Donora Borough, Washington County
1999 Mayor James Nowalk, Whitehall Borough, Allegheny County
2000 Mayor Ann Morgan, Hawley Borough, Wayne County
2001 Mayor Sterling E. Smith, Red Lion Borough, York County
2002 Mayor John Segilia, Moosic Borough, Lackawanna County
2003 Mayor Dale Deiter, Tower City Borough, Schuylkill County
2004 Mayor John D. W. Reiley, Pottsville Borough, Schuylkill County
2005 Mayor Richard M. Hadesty, Tamaqua Borough, Schuylkill County
2006 Mayor Russell L. Pettyjohn, Lititz Borough, Lancaster County
2007 Mayor Donald Dolde, Borough of Bridgeville, Allegheny County
2008 Mayor Louis J. Barletta, City of Hazleton, Luzerne County
2009 Mayor James C. Kennedy, Sr., Borough of South Coatesville, Chester County
2010 Mayor James R. Brewster, City of McKeesport, Allegheny County
2011 Mayor Henry A. “Hank” Eberle, Jr., Borough of Ridley Park, Delaware County
2012 Mayor Ina Jean Marton, Borough of White Oak, Allegheny County
2013 Mayor David D. “Chip” Wonderling, Borough of Brookville, Jeff erson County
2014 Mayor Donald J. Baumgarten, Castle Shannon Borough, Allegheny County
2015 Mayor Robert J. Brooks, Municipality of Murrysville, Westmoreland County
2016 Mayor Gerald D. Lucia, Mt. Pleasant Borough,  Westmoreland County
2017 Mayor Ron Harris, Carroll Valley Borough, Adams County
2018 Mayor Robert L. Kaler, Hatfi eld Borough, Montgomery County
2019 Mayor Betty Esper, Homestead Borough, Allegheny County
2020 Mayor Kenneth A. LaSota, Ph.D., Heidelberg Borough, Allegheny County
2021 Mayor Betty L. Copeland, Bridgeville Borough, Allegheny County
2022 Mayor Michael A. Lombardo, City of Pittston, Luzerne County
2023 Mayor Yaniv Aronson, Conshohocken Borough, Montgomery County
2024 Mayor Brandon “Brandy” Schimp, Borough of Kane, McKean County

Previous Recipients of
the Mayor of the Year Award
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The Cheery Grove 
is an updated 3 bedroom/2 bath ocean 
view condo in North Myrtle Beach. 

Our welcoming vacation rental is 
owned by PSMA Office Manager, 

Kathryn and Don Adamsky. 
Contact Kathryn directly at 

dkoceanterrace@gmail.com 
for information and booking. 

 
Amenities include Pool, Elevator, 

Ocean View Balcony, Walk-in 
Shower, Bathtub, Bunk Room, King-

Size Bed, Updated Kitchen, and 
Bathrooms. Linens 

 
We look forward to hosting your next 

beach vacation or golf getaway! 



18



19



20



21



22



23

Conference Notes
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WHY BERKHEIMER
Unmatched Tax Revenue Collection

Integrated Delinquency Recovery 

Highest-Level Security

Leadership with Impeccable Ethics

24/7 Access to Client Portal

Dedicated Client Service

Statewide Office Locations

CONNECT WITH CLIENT SERVICES
habcls@hab-inc.com

1-866-227-4716
www.hab-inc.com

Since 1936



See you at next year’s Conference 

Historic Hotel Bethlehem - 
Bethlehem, Pa.

July 16-19, 2026

Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association
5200 Brightwood Road, Suite 201
Bethel Park, PA  15102


